tthough CO2-powenad

airguns cama 'off ticket” owver

a decade ago, it amazes me
that the vast majority of guens that un
this system are sither pistols or fun-
guns. A notable exception, however, is
SMKs now THTED Sporter - a full
powered sporting rifle designed for the
hunting field.

CO2 format offers all the combined
advantages of sping guns and
prechanged pnaumatics. without any of
their disadvantages! For instance, unlike
a springar. yvou can kesp a CO2 gun
cocked for as long as you want, without
having to worry about  mainapring
fatigua. A C0O2 gun s pretty efforiess to
charge up, too. Mo cumbersome
charging gears needed, nor manual
stirfup-pumps 1o break your back as
with a PCP. You just drop i a sell-
contained gas capsule!

Well, In the case of the THIBL, you
aciually mnesd fwo o the standard 12-
gramme C02 gas capsules — but that's
becausa, at 11+ flbs, its a full-lat
shooting machine (gee panel cpposite)
Thats around four o five limeas more
power than the single capsules produce
out of the pistols — yat, courlesy of s
slow-release valve, SMK's twin-capsule
haevteneg rifle sfill returns around 100
Shots Per gas-up.

Abover Ting thambhoke and ife sculpded gnp

As with all GO2 guns, the actual
power and shot owtput will wary
dependant on the pellat type and
ambient temperature, but | cerainky
found the system wery affactive when |
ook the THFBD for a spot of past control
waork at my local fasm over the summer,

I'd baan ordarad to Seak cut the rats
and feral pigeocn. This type of warmin
contrd calls for a tasi=handling sporter,
and | coubdn't think of & betlar gun for
the task than the THTBD. It's very light,
beautifully balanced and its deluxa
thumbhobe stock makes it handle like a
dream. bn fact, hawing shot many
hundreds of rounds. through this rifle, 1"d
go 5o far as to say this is the kind of nfla
you'd want if you were a professional
pest controler

It's a fast-handling gun, too. Mot just
because of its manageable weight and
beautiful balance, but also because of
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ils debghthul, ulira-quick boli-acticn.
Once litted from its lock positicn, the
bolt — umurigusly gold-ancdised to
match the rfla’s irigger blade — is easy to
pull back and has a very short thiow.

Once the bolt's fully drawn, the
channel of the loading bay is openad to
allow a pelliet to be dropped . This then
gets ‘breached”, and the finng hammer
cocked, once you relurn ihe bBolt and
lock it dosvm.

The opens, wihich featune a red fibne-

Bl The poldhanodised boll (5 3 oalg o
cock and irere’s 3 wall-sized palat ipamng Doy

optic foresight and a fully-adjustable
rearsight with grean fibre-oplic inseris,
are pretty decant in my book - but this
gun's far too good not to rig it up with a
scope! | opted for an SMEK 3-8 x 40 Mil-
Dof, which reguired me to remove the
rearsight, and this showed how the
totally recoillass firing cycle of the C02
systam really makes the THFAD peeform
with pin-point precision.

Although most of my farmyand work
never required a shot more than 20 or so
yards away, | did drop a woodphgeon at
33 yards with tha THFBD. it few into a
grain siore cpposite the hay
barn | was in, and | took full
advantage of the mil-dot
raticla to drop the bird from
distance with a perfectly
executed head shot.
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CAn Group Your Shots very tighthy even i
extreme ranges and the THIED'S three-
way adjustable, single-stage tigger is
parlect or gatting 1he best from Both rifla
and shooer

The satety calch, #t the front of the
triggger guisnd, 5 mstvual and perfect for
huriders, You point it forsard 1o fira, back
1o engage i1, and an amode poinks o
@ither 'F' and 'S 10 WY you Know its
shivlues,

1o the rifle's stock. Its thumbholg
grip is beaurtdully sculpted to it intd your
palrm, and its {right-hand) Monibs
Carlo chesk-phsce
ideal for
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g Besides  its
u perfact sporter shape,

it's alap beautifully presented,
with a rich ‘red' finish highlighting
| the underlying grain a treat. A real

{ advantage for me was tha haight-

adjustable butt pad, though.
Micely ridged and curved to nestle
naturally into your shoulder, it moves up
of down to give the best gun fit. | found
that by not over-lightening the keeper
soreww, | could alter it “on the 1y with the
rifle in my showlder. Thiz helped when
shooting at an upwand angla - 1 simply
slid the pad up to s oD poSiiean, wiich
dropped the butt and brought the gun on
line with the tangat

With C02 capsules cosiing jusi
arcund 75 pance and the rifle on sale in
gun shops for only £179.85, | eckon
SMKs new THYBD must be one of the

A,

'‘gassed up” and ready o

deals of the decade, | said eardier it's a
mfke that would suil professional pest
controllers down 10 the growsd = bart it's
Ak such a Baautitully finished gun that
1"l whant it in iy Qun Cabanet far pade of
owntrship alone!

Tihé inigger & Dacked-un Dy & maneal satey Swcl o ine sige of i guang - rodare 1T fey fonwand for

Yirg', 22 indieaded on e Jaft srdla, Fov impvovad Randiing, the balt pad & baiphl adistalls
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